
21months ago a global pandemic, the Corona 

virus, inltrated our homes, bodies, and ways of 

living and thinking. Finally it impacted how we 

perform rituals, celebrate and gain energy from 

friends and family as well as communities 

surrounding us. Insecurities are fostered due to 

continuously changing lockdown levels, rumours 

about different variant strains of the virus, and 

approaching 'waves'. This resulted into conspiracy 

theories creating fear and a loss of trust in science 

and leadership. Regrettably our 'new normal' led to 

extreme poverty, an increase of gender based 

violence, isolation and a loss of hope for many 

people.

Marion Arnold, Things have broken free from their names, 
Watercolour and pastel on paper, 101 x 150 cm, 1993

Sthenjwa Luthuli, Chasing fear, Super wood cut block, acrylic and gloss, 
2016, ArtbankSA Collection

Curated from Oliewenhuis Art Museum's 
Permanent Collection and ArtbankSA's 
Collection by Yolanda de Kock.
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The main concept of this exhibition is not focussing 

on the harsh, depressive realities the country had to 

face the las t  few months .  But  rather  to 

acknowledge this reality by contrasting isolation 

with festive rituals and celebrations. Artworks from 

the Permanent Collection and the ArtbankSA 

Collection were handpicked to unpack concepts 

about joyful moments, hinting about the possibility 

of upcoming holidays and leisure activities. 

Ultimately we ask the questions of how and with 

whom we will celebrate these moments and will it 

be allowed? Can traditional festivities be revitalised 

with new memories and cheerful celebrations that 

will create new optimism without feelings of 

negativity or hopelessness? The choice of artworks 

also dialogues the different ways individuals 

experience the festive season.

This exhibition's ultimate aim is to showcase works 

that ranges from a variety of themes: satire, beauty, 

interior and exterior spaces, mysticism, rituals and 

traditions, hopeful views of vacations or places to 

escape in contrast with desolated spaces. A strong 

focus will be given on rituals, the ceremonial and 

how we celebrate and relax with dance, music 

and cooking. 

Artworks by renowned South African artists are on 

display such as Sam Nhlengethwa, Ella Fitzgerald 

Live, Paul Alberts, Gesloopde Gereformeerde kerk, 

Marion Arnold, The furniture of our minds, Norman 

Catherine, Role Call, Johannes Maswanganyi, 

Simon Peter the Fisherman and Karin Preller, 

Amanzimtoti 1958. 

Karin Preller, Amanzimtoti 1958, Oil on canvas, 1999
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Oliewenhuis Art Museum
 
16 Harry Smith Street, Bloemfontein

Tel +27 (0) 51 011 0525 (ext 200)

oliewen@nasmus.co.za

Visiting hours:

Monday to Friday: 08h00 - 17h00

Saturday & Sunday: 09h00 - 16h00

Public Holidays: 09h00 - 16h00

Closed on Good Friday & Christmas Day

Oliewenhuis Art Museum is a satellite of the National Museum, Bloemfontein, an agency of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture.

Oliewenhuis Art Museum is a satellite of the National Museum,
Bloemfontein, an agency of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture.

Sam Nhlengethwa, Ella Fitzgerald Live, 2005, Acrylic, collage on canvas

Johannes Maswanganyi, Simon Peter the sherman, Painted wood, 
1995
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