An introduction to Welkomskraal: A farming community in the
Eastern Cape Province dating from the 1880s to the 1920s
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The farm Welkomskraal, a portion of Vaale Krans 122, is situated in the district of Venterstad, Eastern Cape Province. The site was occupied from the 1880s to the 1920s and produced many artefacts associated with
the second industrial revolution (ca. 1870-1914). The farm contains the ruins of three separate homesteads and was therefore divided into three areas for study and comparison (Area 1, Area 2 and Area 3). The farm
had several owners over a period of 40 years but it is not possible to determine definitively who lived in which house, or which was occupied by share-croppers.

The first owner of Vaale Krans was Stephanus Johannes Kruger, the grandfather of President Paul Kruger.
S.J. Kruger owned the farm from approximately 1821 until 1835. He sold to Dirk Jacobus Coetzee (born
1775) who died on the farm in 1857. Coetzee's widow (his fourth wife), Susanna Catharina Steynberg,
inherited the northern half of Vaale Krans. Two of his sons, from a previous marriage, inherited the
southern half. The northern half of Vaale Krans became known as Vaalbank and the southern half as
Vaalkrans.
Susanna Steynberg married Jacobus Bernardus Moolman (1810-1894), who had seven children from a
previous marriage with Dina Lourens. It appears that J.J. Moolman and Dina Lourens adopted two young
McHarry boys, who were orphaned shortly after the family arrived in South Africa. After Susanna
Catharina's death in 1878 Jacobus Moolman married Hyla Johanna van Tonder with whom he had one
daughter.
In 1889 Jacobus B. Moolman made his seven children equal partners in the farm and Vaalbank was
therefore registered in the name of all eight owners. The one McHarry boy, Michael Johannes McHarry
and his family lived as share-croppers on Vaalbank. The location of their homestead is unknown.
The borders of the individual portions were not established and this caused problems. In 1892 the
owners wrote a petition asking for the individual farm borders to be determined and registered: 'That
owing to the great inconvenience experienced, and loss sustained, through holding the said properties
in undivided shares, your Petitioners did on the 13th day of January 1891, enter into an agreement fixing
the position and approximate boundaries of their respective shares…That before the above mentioned
agreement was entered into, your Petitioners had occupied by tacit consent, the various portions now
assigned to them and had built houses, constructed dams and made lands,
and other improvements thereon' (KAB CSC 2/6/1/133 nr. 14, dated 1892). The
petition was approved and the farms were registered on 18 August 1893.

HENDRIK JUSTINUS MOOLMAN

One of these portions, portion 6, later known as Welkomskraal, was registered
in the name of Hendrik Justinus Moolman (1856-1946). In 1881 he married
Margaretha Christina van Buuren. It is uncertain how many children they had.
Birth records for eight children were found. In 1882 it is mentioned that
Hendrik Justinus Moolman was a farmer from the farm Vaalbank in the Albert
district. He struggled financially and in 1882 it is said that he suffered big
losses due to sickness in his stock (sheep). It is not known where his
homestead was located during this time. In 1892 a house and dam already
existed on portion 6.

It is not known if and when Hendrik Justinus Moolman lived on Welkomskraal. An engraved stone with
the initials H.E.M. was found on the ground just outside the entrance to one of the structures in Area 1.
The initials are associated with a certain Hendrik Eksteen Moolman, the son of Hendrik Justinus
Moolman. No information on Hendrik E. Moolman could be retrieved. In 1894 it is mentioned that a
certain Johannes Nicolaas Coetzee was the tenant of portion 6. It is possible that J.N. Coetzee was a
share-cropper, but unfortunately no other information could be found regarding his identity. Hendrik
Justinus Moolman owned the farm until 1898 when it was registered in the name of a certain
Constantine Alexander Schweizer. The farm was probably seized by Schweizer since he was working in
Burgersdorp, providing loans to buy property, and Hendrik J. Moolman owned him money.

It is not clear what happened with the farm until it was registered in the name
of Hans Jurie Moolman and his brother-in-law, Wessel Hendrik Moolman, in
1902. Hans Jurie Moolman (c. 1847-1915) was the brother of Hendrik Justinus
Moolman. Hans Jurie lived on portion 5, adjacent at the south of
Welkomskraal. Since Hans Jurie already lived on his own farm, it is safe to
assume that he did not live on Welkomskraal. It is, however, not known if
Wessel Hendrik lived on Welkomskraal or if it was occupied by share-croppers
at that time. W.H. Moolman (1870-1929) married Johanna Barendina Fourie in
1907 at Venterstad. The couple had five daughters, two of whom died very
young.
The Moolmans sold the farm to Tjaart Francois Venter (1874-1943) and his
brother-in-law, Floris Andries Johannes Coetzee in 1910. It was registered in
their name in 1911 and was now officially known as
WESSEL HENDRIK MOOLMAN AND FAMILY
Welkomskraal. Tjaart Francois' first wife, Hendrina
Cecilia Coetzee, died shortly after he purchased Welkomskraal and when he
married his second wife, Anna Sophia Margaretha Venter (born Venter) in
1911, it is stated in the marriage register of Steynsburg that he was living at
Welkomskraal. T.F. Venter had five children with his first wife and two
daughters with his second wife.

TJAART FRANCOIS VENTER AND HIS SECOND
WIFE, ANNA S.M. VENTER

Tjaart F. Venter did not live on the farm for a long time and sold his share in
the farm to a certain Pieter Kruger in 1915. Kruger sold his share in 1919 to
Jacobus Abraham Daniel van der Westhuizen, who was now living on portion
5 (known as Delville). The sites at Welkomskraal called Area 1 and Area 2 are
situated on this portion.

The portion still owned by Floris Andries Johannes Coetzee at this stage contains the site called Area 3.
Aside from the fact that he was the brother of Hendrina Cecilia Coetzee, no other information about him
could be traced. F.A.J. Coetzee sold his share in 1924 to Lourens Christiaan Coetzer, who lived on the
adjacent farm, portion 7, called Vaalbank. The initials F.E.A. were engraved into a stone of the outbuilding
at Area 3, but could not be traced to a specific individual.
In spite of intensive research, it will probably never be possible to determine, beyond a doubt, the
occupants of the houses at Welkomskraal. The lack of records, especially about share-croppers, is
unfortunately preventing definite conclusions.
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