
Tiro ya diatla is a Setswana saying that loosely 

translates to;  “That which is made by hands”.

y showcasing the varying skills and materials used 

by artists in creating this 2020 collection; Art Bank of BSouth Africa (ArtbankSA) in partnership with 

Oliewenhuis Art Museum, seeks to celebrate the diverse 

application of traditional and contemporary artistic 

materials. The voices of the 62 featured artists make up 

the new acquisitions of ArtbankSA that exhibits various 

artworks from media such as paintings, drawings, 

sculpture, textile, and photography.  

Throughout the history of art, artists have used their 
talents and skills to reflect society and the issues that they 

encounter. Tiro ya diatla is no different. The featured 
artists come from different regions of South Africa and 
their work expresses the contentious issues facing society 
today. Topics canvassed in this exhibition include; 
gender-based violence, religion, politics and the 
ongoing global efforts to curb the COVID-19 pandemic.

These artists use their creations to reflect and question 
their individual proclivities whilst engendering a notion of 
resilience and the spirit of humanity. They do this in the 
surroundings of a world that deals collectively with the 
adverse challenges of the pandemic. In doing this, the 
artists allow the viewer to reflect on his or her own 
experiences during this unprecedented time

The notion that artists mirror society, can ring true through 
the work of Vuyisile Adoons, entitled Social Distancing. 
This work depicts two men playing a game of 
Morabaraba while maintaining social distancing and 
wearing masks. This is a reflection of our current times. 
Some of the featured artists include; Thandiwe Msebenzi, 
David Paton Murray, Lizo Pemba, Alet Pretorius,  
Gabrielle Raaff, Mothobi Mefane, Thalente Khomo, 
Mandisa Buthelezi, Pierre Cloete, Happy Dhlame, Abrie 
Fourie, King Debs, Collen Maswanganyi, Cow Mashilo, 
Mfundo Joseph Mbali and Bulumko Mbethe.  

Vuyisile Adoons, Social distancing, Oil on canvas, 120 X 90 cm, 2020  
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Palesa Motsomi, They said I am African I, Mixed media, 64 x 94 cm, 2020
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The Art Bank of South Africa (ArtbankSA) is a national programme of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture as part 
of the Mzansi Golden Economy (MGE) strategy implementation. ArtbankSA is hosted by the National Museum, 
Bloemfontein, an agency of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture. Its vision is to promote, foster and stimulate a 
vibrant market for the collection of South African contemporary visual art. 

ArtbankSA is achieving this through curating a definitive collection of contemporary South African visual art and 
promoting financial sustainability for the artists. This will be done through the leasing and selling of artworks, nurturing 
emerging South African artists by expanding the market for their work and providing skills development opportunities 
and fostering an appreciation for contemporary art by making art accessible to the broader public in their 
workplaces, shared spaces and homes.

Through the exhibitions that ArtbankSA curates we seek to receive feedback from the different members of society to 
reflect the work of the project. 

About the Art Bank of South Africa 

Artworks from left to right:  
Thabo Motseki, Double Identity, Linocut, 100cm X 70 , 2020
Ross Passmoore, Dark agglomeration on teal, Found material monotype relief print, 38cm X 56cm, 2019 
Gilbert Maepa, Tša bogadi, Oil on canvas, 86,5cm X 86,5cm, 2019 
Anastasia Pather, Jasmine the Blister Beetle, Acrylic ink, enamel, glue, metallic powders and gold leaf on canvas, 122cm X 91,4cm, 2019
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@artbankSA

Art Bank of South Africa 

Tel +27 (0) 51 011 1099 / +27 (0) 51 447 9600 

info@artbankSA.org

16 Harry Smith Street, Bloemfontein

@oliewenhuis
@OliewenhuisArtMuseum

www.nasmus.co.za/visitor-information/

www.artbanksa.org

Oliewenhuis Art Museum
 
16 Harry Smith Street, Bloemfontein

Tel +27 (0) 51 011 0525 (ext 200)

oliewen@nasmus.co.za

New visiting hours during Level 1:

Monday to Friday: 09h00 - 15h00

Saturday: 10h00 - 15h00

Closed on Sunday & Public Holidays

Oliewenhuis Art Museum is a satellite of the National Museum, Bloemfontein, an agency of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture.
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